

Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Notice of Allowability 


10/684,328 


WAGNER ET AL 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Steven S. Paik 


2876 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the Amendment and Terminal Disclaimer filed December 29. 2005 . 

2. £3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 30-71 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 • □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. El Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date 3/13/06 . 

3. ^ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1 449 or PTO/SB/08), 7. Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

Paper No./Mail Date 12/21/05:1/11/06 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. S Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

of Biological Material 

9. □ Other . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-37 (Rev. 7-05) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060313 



Xpplication/Control Number: 10/684,328 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2876 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of the Amendment and Terminal Disclaimer filed December 29, 
2005. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
David N. Weiss (Reg. No. 41,371) on March 13, 2006. 
The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 
1-29. (Cancelled). 

30. (Previously presented) An electronic discard system comprising: 
a central processing unit (CPU); 
at least one user input device coupled to the CPU; 
a scanning device; and 

program software which, when executed by the CPU, performs functions 
including: 
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reading a user bypass instruction via the user input device, and at least 
partly in response, accepting a first discarded item without scanning the first 
discarded item; 

reading a user specified order period from an account database; 
reading information scanned from a second discarded item by the scanning 
device; and 

generating a re-order instruction for replacing the second discarded item at 
least partly in response to the user specified order period and the information 
scanned from the second discarded item. 

31. (Previously presented) The electronic discard system as defined in Claim 30, further 
comprising an identification database, wherein information corresponding to items is accessed 
over a network from the identification database using information scanned by the scanning 
device as a locator. 

32. (Previously presented) The electronic discard system as defined in Claim 30, further 
comprising an information display coupled to the CPU, wherein the information display is used 
to display identification information retrieved from a remote identification database. 

33. (Previously presented) The electronic discard system as defined in Claim 30, wherein 
the CPU executes programmatic software to accept a manually entered code for at least one 
discarded item instead using information scanned from the at least one discarded item. 

34. (Previously presented) The electronic discard system as defined in Claim 30, further 
comprising a display device that displays a user notification to empty at least a first container. 
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35. (Previously presented) The electronic discard system as defined in Claim 30, further 
comprising a user specified supplier preference stored in the account database. 

36. (Currently Amended) A discard processing system, comprising: 

a holding container; 
a computer; 

a content database accessible by the computer, the content database including 
information on items discarded into the holding container; and 

a second database the that stores user specified preferences, the second database 
accessible by the computer; 

the computer being operable to execute programmatic software instructions to 
perform the functions of: 

receiving input from the at least one user operable input device, the 
received input including an instruction to reorder a discarded item; 

reading a user specified order period from the second database; 
reading a user specified supplier preference from the second database; 
generating a re-order instruction corresponding to the trash discarded item 
in the holding container and providing the re-order instruction to a first supplier at 
least partly in response to the user specified order period and the user specified 
supplier preference. 

. 37. (Previously presented) The discard processing system as defined in Claim 36, further 
comprising a scanning device coupled to the computer, the scanning device configured to scan 
codes from discarded items. 
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38. (Previously presented) The discard processing system as defined in Claim 36, further 
comprising an identification database, wherein information corresponding to discarded items is 
located in the database based on codes associated with the discarded items. 

39. (Previously presented) The discard processing system as defined in Claim 36, further 
comprising: 

a scanning apparatus coupled to the computer; and 

a bypass input coupled to the computer, wherein activation of the bypass input by a user 
will enable items to be discarded into the holding container without being successfully scanned 
by the scanning apparatus. 

40. (Currently Amended) A trash receiving system comprising: 
a holding apparatus; 

a computer coupled to the holding apparatus; 
a content database accessible by the computer; 

a second database the that stores user specified preferences accessible by the computer; 
an identification database accessible by the computer; and 
a display accessible by the computer; 

the computer being operable to execute programmatic software instructions to perform 
the functions of: 

offering a user the option to bypass scanning of a first discard item; 

scanning the first discard item; 

searching for a code on the first discard item; 

in response to failing to find the code, receiving a manually input code; 
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in response to finding the code, locating corresponding first discard item information, 
including at least title and price, from the identification database; 
displaying the title and price on the display. 

41 . (Previously presented) The trash receiving system as defined in Claim 40, wherein 
the identification database is accessed over a network. 

42. (Previously presented) The trash receiving system as defined in Claim 40, wherein 
the identification database is stored locally. 

43. (Previously presented) The trash receiving system as defined in Claim 40, further 
comprising a barcode scanner coupled to the computer, wherein the barcode scanner scans items 
being discarded. 

44. (Previously presented) An electronic disposal unit, comprising: 
a storage container; 

an input device operatively configured to identify an item being discarded; 
a computer coupled to the input device; 
a display device; and 

a computer program executable by the computer, the computer program performing the 
functions of: 

receiving a code corresponding to the discarded item from the input device; 
retrieving information from a database that identifies the discarded item based at 
least in part on the code; 

displaying the information retrieved from the database on the display device; 
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reading user specified preference information, including information on when a 
re-order is to be placed; 

generating a re-order instruction for the discarded item at least partly in response 
to the user specified preference information. 

45. (Previously presented) The electronic disposal unit as defined in Claim 44, further 
comprising a color coded trash bag corresponding to a type of recyclable. 

46. (Previously presented) The electronic disposal unit as defined in Claim 44, wherein 
the input device is configured to read a magnetically encoded label. 

. 47. (Previously presented) The electronic disposal unit as defined in Claim 44, wherein 
the input device is a barcode scanner. 

48. (Previously presented) The electronic disposal unit as defined in Claim 44, further 
comprising an interface that can be coupled to a personal digital assistant, wherein the electronic 
disposal unit is configured to transfer via the interface information with respect to the electronic 
disposal unit content to a personal digital assistant. 

49. (Previously presented) The electronic disposal unit as defined in Claim 44, further 
comprising a wireless communication link coupled to an antenna and used to communicate with 
a communications network. 

50. (Previously presented) The electronic disposal unit as defined in Claim 44, further 
comprising a networked database that stores information on the electronic disposal unit content. 

51. (Previously presented) The electronic disposal unit as defined in Claim 44, wherein 
the display device displays a user notification to empty the electronic disposal unit. 
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52. (Previously presented) The electronic disposal unit as defined in Claim 44, wherein a 
recycling entity is instructed of the need to empty the disposal unit. 

. 53. (Previously presented) The electronic disposal unit as defined in Claim 44, wherein 
the user specified preference information specifies that a reorder is to be placed when the value 
of the reorder reaches at least a first amount. 

54. (Previously presented) The electronic disposal unit as defined in Claim 44, wherein 
the user specified preference information specifies that a reorder is to be placed at specified time 
intervals. 

55. (Previously presented) The electronic disposal unit as defined in Claim 44, wherein 
the user specified preference information specifies a supplier preference. 

56. (Previously presented) An electronic discard unit comprising: 
a processing unit; 

an identification database accessible by the processing unit; 
a content database accessible by the processing unit; 
at least one input device coupled to the processing unit; 

the processing unit executing programmatic software to perform functions including: 
using the at least one input device to obtain a code corresponding to a discarded 

item; 

identifying the discarded item by referring to the identification database, and if a 
match is not found within the identification database, by searching over a computer 
network for a match; 
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updating the content database to include an entry corresponding to the identified 
discarded item; 

generating a re-order instruction for replacing the discarded item; and 
a sensor that, at least partly in response to detecting the discarded item, causes the 
identification of the discarded item. 

57. (Previously presented) The electronic discard unit according to Claim 56, further 
comprising: 

a storage chamber for storing a discarded item therein; and 

a controller, the controller coupled to the processing unit and controlling access to the 
storage chamber. 

58. (Previously presented) The electronic discard unit according to Claim 56, further 
comprising a network adaptor electrically coupling the processing unit to a communication 
network. 

59. (Previously presented) The electronic discard unit according to Claim 56, wherein the 
processing unit executes programmatic software to further perform the function of transmitting 
the re-order instruction to a supplier over a communication network. 

60. (Previously presented) The electronic discard unit according to Claim 56, wherein the 
processing unit executes programmatic software to further perform the function of confirming to 
a user of the electronic discard unit that a re-order instruction was processed. 

61. (Currently Amended) A method of processing a disposed of item using an electronic 
trash unit having a storage bin comprising: 

sensing the presence of an item being disposed of; 
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initiating the scanning of the item at least partly in response to the sensed pr e ss e nc e 
presence ; 

scanning the item for a machine readable code; 

storing the machine readable code in an electronic storage medium; 

reading user preference data, including selection criteria for determining to which entity a 

re-order is to be placed; 

selecting the entity to whom the order is to be placed based at least in part on the 
selection criteria; 

generating a re-order instruction for the item based on the machine readable code and on 
. user preference data; 
storing the item in the storage bin; and 

updating a content database with information regarding the item. 
62. (Currently Amended) The electronic discard unit as defined in Claim 6i 56, further 
comprising: 

a user operated bypass control which causes at least one discarded item to be deposited in 
storage bin without reference to the at least one discarded item identification code; 

a stored user preference readable by the processing unit that includes a preference related 
to shopping delivery timing and identifying a preferred supplier; 

a closure mechanism that supports the discarded item while the at least one input device 
obtains the code corresponding to the discarded item and that opens after the at least one input 
device obtains the code; and 
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a display, wherein the processing unit executes programmatic software to perform the 
function of displaying a price of the discarded item on the display. 

63. (Currently Amended) The electronic discard unit as defined in Claim 64- 56 as defined 
in Claim 61, further comprising a user operated bypass control which causes at least one 
discarded item to be deposited in a first storage bin receptacle without reference to the at least 
one discarded item identification code. 

64. (Currently Amended) The electronic discard unit as defined in Claim 64- 56, further 
comprising a stored user preference readable by the processing unit which includes a value 
related to shopping delivery timing. 

65. (Currently Amended) The electronic discard unit as defined in Claim 64- 5^ further 
comprising a stored user preference readable by the processing unit which includes data 
identifying a preferred supplier. 

66. (Currently Amended) The electronic discard unit as defined in Claim 64- 56, further 
comprising a closure mechanism that supports the discarded item while the at least one input 
device obtains the code corresponding to the discarded item and that opens after the at least one 
input device obtains the code. 

67. (Currently Amended) The electronic discard unit as defined in Claim 6+ 56, further 
comprising: 

a display; and 

software that performs the function of displaying a price of the discarded item. 

68. (Previously presented) The method as defined in Claim 61, further comprising: 
determining a price for the item; and 
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displaying the price on a display mounted on the electronic trash unit. 

69. (Previously presented) The method as defined in Claim 61, further comprising: 
scanning a second item for a second machine readable code; 

determining that the second machine readable code is unavailable; 

informing a user of the unavailability of the second machine readable code; and 

receiving a code corresponding to the second item from the user. 

70. (Previously presented) The method as defined in Claim 61, further comprising 
attempting to identify the first item by referring to a local database, and if the attempted 
identification fails, attempting to identify the first item by searching over a computer network. 

71. (Previously presented) The method as defined in Claim 61, wherein the selection 
criteria includes price. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 30-71 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: none of the cited 
prior art of records, taken alone or in combination of other references does not teach or fairly 
suggest the claimed electronic discard unit and the method of disposing of an item using the 
electronic discard unit comprising, among other things, a sensor responding to the presence of an 
item being disposed of and a function of bypassing instruction via a user input device, and at 
least partly in response, accepting a first discarded item without scanning the first discarded item. 
Furthermore, the applicant filed a Terminal Disclaimer to overcome the double patenting 
rejection communicated in the first Office Action. After further search and thorough 
examination of the present application and in view of the Applicants arguments, amendments, 
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and Terminal Disclaimer, claims 30-71 are found to be in condition for allowance over the prior 
art made of record. 

. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven S. Paik whose telephone number is 571-272-2404. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 5:30a-2:00p (Maxi-Flex*). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 
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